*    The Fatal Hunting    *

one end of which was fixed to a girth, the other being a
noose. As they approached the herd, which now could
be heard cracking the bamboos, U Naga adopted the
formation he had always found the most satisfactory,
putting the King half a length in front and supporting
him closely on the flanks and rear. In this way they
reached a point where the breathing and tearing of the
hungry brutes seemed so close that they expected to see
them at any moment. In fact, they were already within
the orbit of the herd, for a female with her calf passed
behind them. Thek own elephants were now plucking
the bamboos and lolled along with shoots streaming
from thek mouths, so like wild animals at ease as to be
very deceiving. The matter of scent recurred, as they
were enckcled by the herd. But the hunters were
favoured by the ckcumstance that the breeze had now
fallen; moreover prone as they were on their elephants'
hides, thek particular smell was largely quenched in
that of thek mounts.

Proceeding slowly in this way, they came to an alley
among the bamboos and there perceived a few yards
from them a quantity of females and young males. But
there was no sign of any tusker, such as might be sup-
posed to preside over a herd, and they skirted the
females in a leisurely manner, continuing their search
methodically and without haste.

At the end of the alley was a small clearing. Once it
had been cultivated for rice, but was now covered with
grass. As they debouched into it from the leaves, they
saw standing in the middle the animal they were after,
a towering elephant with massive ivory. Trained, he
would be a war-elephant fit to lead the guard. -
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